Promote Innovation → Maximize Potential → Embrace Community

Mary MacDonald-Barrett, Principal

Dates to
Remember
2/18-26/2017
Mid-Winter Break
3/8/2017
4th Grade Disability
Awareness Workshop
3/14/2017
AM School Only
3/15/2017
5th Grade Bake Sale
3/29/2017
Evening Conferences
3/30/2017
No School
AM/PM/Evening
Conferences
April 1-9, 2017
Spring Break
4/11/2017
M-Step Testing begins

February 2017

Dear Richard Families and Friends,
We are already preparing for “March is Reading Month” activities
throughout our school and are enjoying every minute. Thanks to all of
you who continue to support your children’s reading at home. Keep letting your children see you taking time to read.
Report cards will be coming home on March 23, and conferences are
coming up on March 29 and 30. You will receive an email from your
child’s teacher with directions for signing up for your conference. These
conferences are opportunities to learn more about your child’s progress
and ways to support his or her learning at home.
One question that teachers often hear this time of year is, “How can I
help my child do better in school?” Research shows that designating a
time for reading every day is highly effective. Even though we celebrate
“March is Reading Month,” we recognize that every month is “Reading
Month!” And so, we celebrate reading year-round and we read and read
some more!
Another important focus at home is the review of math facts. Having
mastery of math facts allows a student to focus on important math concepts and problem solving instead of being slowed down by trying to remember facts.
Thank you for continuing to support your child’s academic growth and
for taking the time to support our work on character traits. We hope that
our work on these at school provokes some interesting conversations at
home with your families.
Happy spring,

Mary MacDonald-Barrett

4/22/2017
Progressive Dinner

Please go to our website for additional information and flyers.

Join our Closed Group
on

Facebook :
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Richard Families

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We still need your help. Please return to the office A.S.A.P.
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TARDY OR ABSENT?
Monday—A student is marked tardy if
they arrive after 9:10 but before 10:00
for AM instruction or after 12:26 but before 1:35 for PM instruction. A student is
marked absent if they arrive after 10:00
in the AM, or after 1:35 in the PM.
Tuesday-Friday—A student is marked
tardy if they arrive after 8:25 but before
9:15 for AM instruction or after 12:46
and before 1:15 for PM instruction. A
student is marked absent if they arrive
after 9:15 in the AM, or after 1:15 in the
PM.
When a student is signed out 50 minutes
or less before the dismissal bell, they
are marked “withdrawn early”, over 50
minutes is an absence.

DO YOU NEED TO UPDATE YOUR ONLINE REGISTRATION?
Is your email current with the school district? Have your phone number or emergency contacts changed?
If you need to update your email or phone number with the school district, log in to ParentPortal MISTAR
and click on “My Information” in the upper right corner.
You can also email ParentConnect@gpschools.org from your email account we have on file, or call
313-432-3131 from your phone number listed in our records, which enables us to verify who you are. Please
provide: 1) your name, 2) your child's name, 3) present school name, and 4) your old and new email
addresses as soon as possible.
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Please be advised when dropping your child off at school in the morning, there is not
adult supervision. Teachers join their class at 9:00 a.m. on Mondays, and at 8:15
Tuesday –Friday. If this is a concern for you, please drop your child off at 9:00 on
Mondays and 8:15 Tuesdays-Fridays. Supervision is not provided on the playground
after the dismissal bell.

We are already in the process of registering students for Kindergarten in the Fall for 2017/18 school
year.
Our Parent Information Night was very successful! It is always so nice to meet new families that will be
joining our family.
Looking ahead to the Transition to Kindergarten event, May 2, 2017, please register by April 25th.
Please spread the word to people you know in our district that have children that will be entering kindergarten in the fall. Early registration is very helpful in planning for next year.

We are in need of lunch volunteers to help with lunch and recess.
Mrs. Roberts has made it very easy for parents to sign-up.
A Sign-up Genius has been created. You may sign-up by following the link:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4baea82da13-lunchtime
Extra eyes and ears are an important part of our lunch program and help keep
the environment safe for our students.
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Gym– Mr. Ciaravino
Jump Rope for heart.Trying to reach goal of $3,000. Playing Treasure Island, one of the all time
favorites. We completed bowling.

Save the Date: Friday, June 2nd, Field Day

Art-Mrs. Pizzimenti/Mrs. Plieth
Richard artists are hard at work. Our 5th grade monster bowls, 4th grade endangered animal
portraits and 3rd grade Coy Fish watercolors are nearly done. In the next few weeks we will start
our 5th grade bells, 4th grade clay animals, and 3rd grade clay owls. Here’s to getting our hands
dirty and making some amazing sculptures.

Music-Ms. Weinhaus & Ms. Moses
The music room is buzzing with excitement! We are wrapping up our recorder unit for
4th grade, and beginning work on their Spring Concert music, along with grades K and
2. Choir rehearsals have begun for the next concert as well.

Spanish has resumed for third, fourth, and

fifth graders. Our last Spanish rotation will continue until March 30.

Third graders are collaborating on retelling stories, using some of the most used words in Spanish, and learning how to
create their own questions. Fourth graders learned how to give weather descriptions and are now learning how to describe
their clothing. Fifth graders continued on their community unit and reviewed how to give directions in Spanish. They are
now workings on sports and hobbies.

Library
The library is hosting the March is Reading Month bookmark contest. Students are encouraged
to submit designs about a favorite book or character. All designs must be completed in pencil. Deadline for submissions is February 17 and the winning design for each grade level will be
in March. Winning bookmarks will be shared with the entire grade.
Mrs. Hermon
Kindergarteners continued our Caldecott literature study this month, incorporating discussions
of fiction/non-fiction, author/illustrator, and story sequence, plus lots of new ASL vocabulary!
First graders explored and compared a variety of resources for our red fox study, and practiced organized note taking. We're discovering that the more we learn, the more we wonder,
and we're honing our research skills to find answers! Second graders are finishing up our
dragon research project with a review of bibliography notation and topic sentences. Look for our
talking dragon informational videos coming soon to a screen near you!
~Ms. Walpole

Computers-Mrs. Fiscus
After Friday February 4th NWEA testing comes to an end and we’re back to the
regular lab schedule doing Coding programs, Moby Max and Raz Kids. The upper grades will be writing and typing up their stories.
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SUPER STARS!

Golden Note Award Winners:

Golden Shoe Award Winners:

K-1 – Mrs. Rabaut

K-2 Ms. K. Schmitz

2-3 – Mrs. Murphy

3-5 Ms. S. Schmitz

4-5 – Mr. Stemmler

Golden Paintbrush Award Winners:

Golden Book Award Winner:

K-2 Mrs. Tawile

Mrs. Murphy

3-5 Mr. Stemmler

Safety

Service
Emily A.
Aidan C.
Reece M.
Lily W.

Avery B.
Bella D.
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Student Council sold Valentine Smencils in February to benefit the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society of Michigan. Thank you to everyone who participated
in the sale.
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If you're interested
in being a host
house please
contact:
Helena Carrol or
Angel Wohlfarth.
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As part of celebrating Black History month, we are using photos pulled from
the “Because of them we can” project (by Eunique Jones), and added facts
and information about each figure or group. The corresponding QR codes
on some of them allow you to explore a little more about that person. There
are 17 in all, posted all over Richard school. See if you can find them all!
- project courtesy of Richard Library
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Why Your Child Should Read for 20 minutes Every Day
LET'S FIGURE IT OUT --- MATHEMATICALLY!
Student A reads 20 minutes five nights of every week;
Student B reads only 4 minutes a night...or not at all!
Step 1: Multiply minutes a night x 5 times each week.
Student A reads 20 min. x 5 times a week = 100 mins./week
Student B reads 4 minutes x 5 times a week = 20 minutes
Step 2: Multiply minutes a week x 4 weeks each month.
Student A reads 400 minutes a month.
Student B reads 80 minutes a month.
Step 3: Multiply minutes a month x 9 months/school year
Student A reads 3600 min. in a school year.
Student B reads 720 min. in a school year.
Student A practices reading the equivalent of ten whole school days a year.
Student B gets the equivalent of only two school days of reading practice.
By the end of 6th grade if Student A and Student B maintain these same reading
habits, Student A will have read the equivalent of 60 whole school days. Student B
will have read the equivalent of only 12 school days.
One would expect the gap of information retained will have widened considerably
and so, undoubtedly, will school performance. How do you think Student B will
feel about him/herself as a student?
Some questions to ponder:
Which student would you expect to read better?
Which student would you expect to know more?
Which student would you expect to write better?
Which student would you expect to have a better vocabulary?
Which student would you expect to be more successful in school....and in life?
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Lost & Found
Items will remain up until the winter break. Any
items remaining during the winter break will be
donated to charity.

Sickness
Parents, please remember students must be fever/symptom free for 24
hours (without the aid of medication) before returning to school.

Office Reminders
It is best to make sure your child is prepared in the morning with their winter gear, lunch,
homework or any other needed items. This reduces the many visits to the school by parents.
This also minimalizes the amount of classroom interruptions during the school day. If
you must bring in an item please be sure it is labeled with your child’s name and their
teacher.
Many parents have been calling and leaving messages to be given to their children on
the school voicemail. The office is a very busy place and messages are checked first thing in
the morning. We do not always get the messages left at the end of the day. Please make sure
you talk with a secretary if a message needs to get to your child. Again, please try and have
all of your after school plans arranged before your child comes to school.

Drop Off and Pick Up of Students
1. When dropping off or picking up students, please remember NOT to double park in front of the school. It’s very dangerous.
2. McKinley Ave. is a NO PARKING ZONE. Please be considerate of others (neighbors across the street from our building), by using this area for drop off and pick up only. Police will ticket anyone parked in front of our school. Parents,
you are encouraged to call the Farms police and report any repeat offenders.
3. Don’t leave kids unattended in your cars. Never leave your automobile. If you must come into the building, park in the
circle (PLEASE DON’T DOUBLE PARK) on McMillan or behind Rite Aid. Never park in the STAFF LOT(RICHARD
STAFF STICKER REQUIRED) or handicap spot, as we have parents/teachers who need those spots in the parking
lot.
4. Consider parking down the street and crossing Ridge Rd. with the crossing guard. This works well for many of our students and eliminates the Kercheval-McKinley “bottleneck.”
5. Never use Ridge Rd. as a drop off or pick up location. It’s dangerous and your car would be parked on the wrong side
of the street.
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Grade 5
ELA: April 11,12,13
Math: April 18,19
Social Studies: April 20
Grades 3 & 4
ELA: May 2,3
Math: May 9,10
Science: 4th Grade only—May 11
New M-STEP (formerly called MEAP) Information
Students in grades 3-5 will be assessed on Michigan’s current content standards in English language
arts, mathematics, science and social studies.

Since Michigan moved from fall testing in grades 3-5 to spring testing , students will be tested on content learned during the current school year versus the prior year.

Students in 4th grade will be tested in science; students in 5th grade will be tested in social studies.
Language arts testing for students in grades 3-5 consists of reading and writing.
M-STEP testing dates: April 11– May 19
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Richard Elementary School

Phone: 313-432-4900

176 McKinley
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48230

Fax: 313-432-4902
webmaster: linda.fiscus@gpschools.org

On the web at http://
gpschools.schoolwires.
net/gprichard/site/

Grosse Pointe Public School System www.gpschools.org
Our Vision: One GP – where everyone learns, every day
Our Mission: Promote Innovation → Maximize Potential → Embrace Community

In every issue of the Richard Chronicle, there will be a contest to
find the secret pictures. When parents and students read the
chronicle, they will need to count the number of secret pictures
they find and submit their count to the office. The picture for
this month is:
The winner for January is... Helen H. !!!!

Student’s Name________________________
Teacher_______________________________
How Many ______?
Please return to the office by: March 24th
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