
November 30, 2016 

Dear Maire Families,  

  

Happy December!  ‘Tis the season of good will to all!  We are proud to announce that Mrs. 
Barb Davis was honored this week as our Distinguished Maire Employee by the Grosse Pointe 
School Board.  Mrs. Davis has worked to create a passion and love for learning in all of her 
students for many years.  She exemplifies the work ethic and devotion that Maire teachers 
promote. Our whole school benefits from  our wonderful staff, students and families.  The spirit 
of cooperation between home and school is what makes Maire Elementary the positive and 
high-achieving learning environment that it is.  

Today, November 30, at 6:00 pm, our Maire Community has the chance to come together in a 
Town Hall Meeting with Dr. Niehaus, our superintendent, to discuss our district’s strategic plan, 
along with possible ways to look at funding sources for our schools, Maire in particular.  Please 
join us for that important conversation.  We value your opinions. 

Conferences have just taken place, and report cards will go home on December 13th – also the 
date for our Vocal Music Winter Concert at Parcells Middle School.   Several instrumental music 
concerts are also happening this month.  Please help your child continue to get plenty of sleep, 
and keep up with school routines, even during the upcoming busy holiday season.  Teachers 
are always willing to answer your questions and give any supports you may need to ensure 
your child’s success in school.   

This next week, through December 9th, Maire will continue to collect non-perishable items for 
Gleaners Food Bank. Our Student Council has set the goal for 1000 pounds of food!  We are 
proud of our students’ willingness to do good works for others.  Caring, kindness and good 
citizenship are integral parts of our school curriculum. 

 

 Enjoy the upcoming holiday. 

 Sincerely, 

  

 Sonja Franchett 

80 Years of Excellence ● 1936-2016 

 

M A I R E  E L E M E N T A R Y   ●  S o n j a  F r a n c h e t t ,  P r i n c i p a l  

Each and Every Child, Each and Every Day 



IMPORTANT  NOVEMBER  DATES... 
 

 
Wednesday, November 30th 

Maire Town Hall Mtg. with Dr. Gary Niehaus 
Maire Library - 6:00 PM 

 

IMPORTANT  DECEMBER  DATES... 

 
Saturday, December 3rd 

PTO Holiday Craft Workshop 
PTO Holiday Gift Shop 

9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
 

Monday, December 12th 
GPPSS PTO Mtg.  
Brownell - 7:00 PM 

 
                    Tuesday, December 13th 
             ●   Winter Vocal Concert  -   

              Grades 1,3, 5 & Choir 
               7:00 PM @ Parcells  

             ●   Report Cards Go Home 
 

Wednesday, December 14th 
Maire PTO Meeting—7:00 PM 

 
Monday, December 19th 

 Band-O-Rama  - South H.S. 7:00 PM 
 Hungry Howie’s Fundraiser Nite - 4:00 PM 

 
 

Wednesday, December 21st 
Strings Extravaganza –North H.S. 7:00 PM 

 
 

Thursday, December 22nd 
Instrumental Holiday Assembly - 1:15 PM 

 

Monday, December 26th thru                                
Friday, January 6th 

Winter Break—No School 
 

Monday, January 9th 
Students Report to School 9:05 AM 

  
 
 
 

The holiday gift shop gives Maire kids 
a chance to go holiday shopping all by 
themselves for their family and/or friends.  They 
want their gifts to be a surprise too!!!  This is a 
great opportunity for them to shop for mom, dad, 
brother(s) and sister(s), grandparents, and 
whoever else is on their list.  There will be lots of 
gifts to choose from for a variety of ages.  Most 
gifts will be only $1-$3.  To make the gift even 
more special, personalization will be available (for 
some of the gifts) right at the gift shop.  
Volunteers will assist the children with selecting, 
purchasing, tagging and wrapping their 
selections. 
 
To make it convenient, the event will be held at 
the same time as the Holiday Craft Workshop.  
Here’s the holiday shopping spree scoop: 
 
When:  Saturday, December 3rd 

Time:  9:00 a.m. –  12:00 p.m. 
Where:  The Music Room at Maire 
 
Please send your children with enough money to 
cover their anticipated gift purchases.  Please 
plan on a maximum of $3 per gift (many gifts will 
be available for $1).  It would be helpful if each 
child came with a shopping list.   

HOLIDAY  GIFT  SHOP 

Winter weather will soon be here. It is very 
important for students to dress appropriately for 

the weather every day. 
They should have a warm 
winter coat, snow pants, 
boots, hat, and mittens or 
gloves. Students that do 
not have all of the proper 
winter gear will have to 
stay on the black top 
during recess. There may 
not always be snow on 
the ground, but winter 
apparel will also protect 
the children from the cold. 

WINTER  WEATHER  HAS  ARRIVED 



This month’s classroom 
winner is Mrs. Rennpage’s 
class with 177 Box Tops!    
Way to go Mrs. Rennpage’s 
class! 
 
Who will be the top collecting classroom in 
December? 
 
Our year goal is 10,000 Box 
Tops with 3,048 already 
collected we are off to a 
great start.  Keep clipping 
and sending in those Box 
Tops. 

BOX TOPS CAMPAIGN 

HOLIDAY WORKSHOP 

C

P

DISTINGUISHED  AWARD 

At the November 28th GPPS Board Meeting, 
Mrs. Barbara Davis was honored as one of 

our district’s Distinguished Employees.     
Congratulations on a well-deserved honor, 

Mrs. Davis!  

Saturday, December 3rd       9:00 - Noon 
This is a fun and festive morning that has been a tradition at Maire for 31 

years!  The 5th graders can finally make their reindeer and other grades can choose 
from 7 other crafts to make! The Holiday gift shop will be open for shopping and 

Girls Scouts will host a bake sale.  
 

1. Sneak a peek at the sample crafts in the showcase window near main office. 
2. Help your children choose up to 3 different crafts they would like to 

make.  Siblings, family & friends are welcome.  (5th graders can choose 3 in addition 
to choosing a reindeer.) 

3. Sign up for your crafts using this link--->  www.SignUpGenius.com/
go/9040D45AAA62EA64-maire 

and choose your desired time to attend. 
4. Payment options are : PREFERRED method of payment is at The Maire PTO 

Online store http://mairepto.corecommerce.com , or if needed personal check/cash 
to PTO.  Checks and cash should be submitted to the office PTO bin prior to the 

event.  All payments due at time of sign up. Thank you in advance! 
 

Let’s kick off December with this fun holiday event!   
Hope to see you there! 

 

Any questions please contact Marissa Cavaliere or Carol Hampton 

marissacavaliere@comcast.net ,  carolhampton7@att.net  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D45AAA62EA64-maire�
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D45AAA62EA64-maire�
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D45AAA62EA64-maire�
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D45AAA62EA64-maire�
http://mairepto.corecommerce.com�
mailto:marissacavaliere@comcast.net�
mailto:carolhampton7@att.net�


    FLUFFY & PUDDIN’—WINTER BREAK VACATION! 

Fluffy and Puddin’ would like to spend Winter Break with one of our 
wonderful Maire families who will be staying home over the course of the 
break.  Students interested need only turn in a Bear Buck with a signed 
parent permission slip to the office by Monday, December 19th.  A drawing 
will be held on Tuesday, December 20th in the morning.  The lucky family 
will be contacted by phone that morning to arrange for pick up at the end of 
the day.  The permission slip is below and will also be sent home with 
students and posted on-line the week of December 5th. 

Fluffy & Puddin’ Winter Break Bear Buck Drawing 
Return to the school office no later than Friday, December 16th 

Student(s) Name: 

 

Phone number:   

 

I give permission for my child(ren) to enter the Fluffy & Puddin’ —Winter 
Break Vacation Bear Buck Drawing. (One entry per family) 

Parent Signature 
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PBS CELEBRATION NOVEMBER 

The monthly incentive party for this 
month was “Ninja Warrior Obstacle 
Course”. Students enjoyed conquering 
one obstacle after another, while their 
peers cheered them on!  Being 
physical fit while they play! 
 

The goal of the monthly PBS (Positive Behavior 
Support) Party is to recognize positive behavior 
around the school.  
 

Research shows that students achieve at a 
higher level when they know the expectations 
and feel safe. Positive Behavior Support helps 
us improve on both these areas.  We want 
students to feel good about themselves and 
come to school happy and ready to learn! 
 

The Simple “Bear” Necessities: 
Respect 
Responsibility 
Safety 

WCCC HOLIDAY ESSAY CONTEST 

Congratulations to Gaia (grade 3), Aubrey 
(grade 2), Lea (grade 1) and Marc (grade 1) on 
winning the 2016 Holiday Family Traditions 
Essay/Art Contest sponsored by Wayne County 
Community College District.  Honorable mention 
awarded to Jackson (grade 1) 
 

Look for Gaia, Aubrey, Lea and Marc         
pictured in the Grosse Pointe News and riding 
on the WCCCD fire engine in the Grosse Pointe 

Santa Claus Parade on November 25th! 



Mobile Communication App OFFICE REMINDERS 

It is best to make sure your child is prepared in 
the morning with their winter gear, lunch,  
homework or any other needed items. This re-
duces the many visits to the school by parents. 
This also minimalizes the amount of classroom 
interruptions during the school day. 
 

Many parents have been calling and leaving  
messages to be given to their children on the 
school voicemail. The office is a very busy place 
and messages are checked first thing in the  
morning. We do not always get the messages 
left at the end of the day. Please make sure you 
talk with a secretary if a message needs to get 
to your child. Again, please try and have all of 
your after school plans arranged before your 
child comes to school. 
 

With snowy weather approaching, our morning 
drop-off may pose additional challenges for stu-
dent safety. NEVER stop on Cadieux to drop 
your student off!  PLEASE drop students off only 
in the designated curb areas, NEVER from the 
left passing lane. Students exit their cars 
curbside and parents remain in their cars. If you 
wish to help your child with coats and backpacks 
yourself, please do NOT utilize the drop-off lane, 
as this holds up the entire line of parents and 
students waiting for drop-off. PLEASE show 
proper  
respect to our dedicated parents who volunteer 
their time every morning and after school to  
ensure the safety of our students. 

LOST & FOUND 

            

 

 

 

Please be sure to check 
our Lost & Found.   
 

Items will remain up until the  winter break.  
Any items remaining during the winter break 
will be donated to charity. 

Thanks to Bob Schumer Tree Service, Camelot 
Landscaping and the City of Grosse Pointe Park 
                          for donating woodchips for                                             
            the butterfly garden.   
 

  

 

SPECIAL THANK YOU! 

You can now download the app (Grosse Pointe 
Public Schools) to your phone (available in the 
App store of Google Play). This App allows you 
to receive notifications on your phone for those 
following Maire school.  



MUSIC NOTES—WINTER CONCERT INFORMATION 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 
Grades 1, 3, 5, and Choir 

 
LOCATION: 
PARCELLS MIDDLE SCHOOL – VERNIER AND MACK, GPW 
 
PARKING: 
BACK PARKING LOT, OFF OF SUNNINGDALE 
(Be prepared to park along Sunningdale when Parking Lot fills.) 
 
DRESS REHEARSAL: 
Tuesday, December 13th, during PM classes.  The rehearsal is at MAIRE. 
 
EVENING PERFORMANCE: 
6:30 ARRIVAL FOR CHOIR, 6:45 ALL OTHERS, CONCERT BEGINS AT 7:00. 
PLEASE NOTE – this early arrival for choir is incredibly important due to our lack of stage rehearsal 
time.  Please be walking into Parcells between 6:20-6:25 with your choir student. 
 
DRESS: 
CHOIR – Navy Blazer, choir T-shirt, Khaki Pants, Dark Shoes. Boys will tuck in their shirt and wear a 
belt. Girls will use a hair tie on the back of the shirt. 
 
ALL OTHERS -- “Winter Dressy.”  No Jeans, Sandals, Tennis Shoes, or Athletic Shoes.  Girls please 
keep heels to a minimum.   All hair should be neat and off the face.  All Shirts tucked in.  Please 
look your best! 

STUDENT COUNCIL 

Student Council has been busy creating videos instructing Maire students on more 
ways to recycle. 
 

They are also busy hosting our annual Gleaner’s Food Drive.  Our goal this year is to collect 
10,000 pounds of food for the pantry serving SE Michigan!  We have posted on our website a 
“suggested Items” list of items, but will 
accept any not-perishable food.  Mone-
tary donations are always accepted, and 
should be turned in to the office. 
 

We will be collecting donations until Fri-
day, December 9th! 

 

 



When elementary 
students miss 
school, they miss 
out on a lot 
With winter break coming up, you may be 
planning to take your child out of school for 
an extra day or two. You’ll just ask the teach-
er for advance homework. Missing a few 
days won’t really matter, will it? 

Actually, those few days of absence can 
matter a lot. Think about the things your child 
may be missing that can’t be made up. 

The class discussion about the book every-
one is reading can’t be captured in home-
work. Neither can the science demonstration 
or the group project for history. In some sub-
jects, like math, learning builds on what stu-
dents learned in the previous lesson. 

Even doing extra homework will not make up 
for the things your child misses when she’s 
out of school. So, instead of taking your child 
out of school, make an extra effort to im-
prove her attendance this month. 

Are you helping your child read with fluency? 
Studies show that kids who read aloud with fluency are most likely to have a greater under-standing of what they’ve read. 
Your child reads with fluency if he reads aloud quickly, smoothly and with expression. Answer yes or no to the questions 
below to find out if you are helping your child improve his reading fluency: 

___1. Do you set aside time for your child to read to you in addition to the time you spend reading to him? 

___2. Do you let your child pick what to read? Even if you think it’s too easy, nothing succeeds like success. 

___3. Do you try not to interrupt when your child reads a word incorrectly? 

___4. Do you offer help if your child asks how to pronounce a word, and then encourage him to keep reading? 

___5. Do you discuss a book after your child is finished reading? 

How well are you doing? 

If most of your answers are yes, you’re helping your child learn to read aloud. For each no answer, try that idea. 





 

Mr. Heenan 

Kindergartners are creating parfleche, a Native American suitcase to go along with 
their shields. First graders created torn paper radial designs and leaf prints. They 
also made clay alligators which will be glazed and coming home soon. Second grad-
ers made suminagashi leaf prints which will turn into books. They also made clay 
thumb owls with Ms. Miller, Maire’s newest student teacher. Third graders are creat-
ing burlap weavings. They finished amate bark paintings earlier in the month. Fourth 
graders began pop art prints, a series of four, which will have two colors and become 
a poster, ala Andy Warhol. Fifth graders made abstract paintings employing a color 
scheme. They also made clay piggy banks which should arrive home in time for the 
Holidays. 

Mr. Williams

 

We will be wrapping up our bowling activities this week. Thank you to Shores Bowl-
ing Lanes for letting us borrow their equipment. We will progress into the Obstacle 
Course later this week and into next week. The ring system, rock wall and cargo net 
will all be featured in the O.C. Floor Hockey begins in early December with skills and 
then game play. 

 

Mrs. Hermon 

The Kindergarteners were introduced to non-fiction and using Dewey Decimal num-
bers to locate books they want to read.  1st and 2nd graders are getting more confi-
dent in locating non-fiction.  2nd graders reviewed Internet safety.  We are also read-
ing storybooks about manners and bullying.  We reviewed ways to respond and re-
duce bullying in all K, 1 and 2 classes. With the start of library rotation, Grades 3, 4 
and 5 reviewed checkout procedures and how to prevent damage to our library 
books.  3rd graders are compiling all the factors we consider when selecting library 
books.  4th graders practiced using the OPAC (online card catalog) and 5th graders 
considered the impact movies have on our interest in reading the corresponding 
books. 

 

Mr. Hipple 

  
The Concert is coming...The Concert is coming!!!  December 13, 7PM @ Parcells 
Middle School.  Dress code will be coming home in an email soon!  (Choir, make 
sure you’re finding your navy blazer!) 
Students in Grades 1, 3, and 5 have spent November working on all of our concert 
music.  I am always amazed to watch the process come together as our Maire stu-
dents rise to the occasion.   
Kindergarten and 2nd grade have been continuing with seasonal songs about tur-
keys, pumpkins, gratitude, and snow.   
Our fourth graders got their recorders two weeks ago and are busily learning their 
first three notes and songs.  Recorder will continue through December and January.   
I look forward to seeing many of you at the Concert on December 13!   





















Halloween Fun!  

General Scott Spellmon, uncle of one of our 5th 
graders, came to visit us while he was in town for 

Thanksgiving.  He taught us a lot, answered many of 
our questions, and we learned how to recite the  

Oath of Enlistment .  What a great experience for 
our 5th grade students and teachers!  

Working hard on our Chromebooks, and in our 21st 
Century 2nd grade classroom 



Service 

Sean D., Beau C. 
Julia K., and Vera B.  

Safety 
John F., Lucas V., 
Julia R., and Nate M.  

Maire Elementary School 
740 Cadieux 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230 

On the web at 
http://gpschools.schoolwires.net/
gpmaire/site/default.asp 

Phone: 313-432-4300 
Fax:  313-432-4302 
webmaster: michelle.kramer@gpschools.org 

M A I R E  E L E M E N T A R Y   

 

Maire Mission Statement 
 

The staff at Maire School, in partnership with students, 
parents, and community, will provide a high quality 
instructional program.  Our purpose is to prepare students to 
be life-long learners and productive citizens in a dynamic 
society.  
 

District Mission Statement 
 

Promote Innovation  →  Maximize Potential →  Embrace 
Community 
 
District Vision 
 

One GP → where everyone learns everyday 


	MAIRE ELEMENTARY  ● Sonja Franchett, Principal

	When elementary students miss school, they miss out on a lot

	Are you helping your child read with fluency?

	MAIRE ELEMENTARY 
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