
 

G R O S S E  P O I N T E  P U B L I C  S C H O O L  S Y S T E M  ●  S o n j a  F r a n c h e t t ,  P r i n c i p a l  

OneGP ‐ where everyone learns, every day   

80 Years of Excellence ● 1936‐2017 

February 15, 2017 

 
Dear Maire Families,  
  

Happy End‐of‐February!  Maire students are finishing their mid‐year NWEA testing, are 
celebrating their 100th day of school, and are gearing up for "March is Reading Month" 
activities. 
 

Tuesday, February 28th, is our first “March is Reading Month” Assembly.  Charles Barker, 
who lives right here in Royal Oak, Michigan, will be our guest author. He will be talking to 
students about his books entitled, Under Michigan, and The Day the Great Lakes Drained 
Away.   This assembly is also our 20th annual March of Dimes kick‐off fundraiser, coordinated 
by Mrs. Kari Adams.   Your child will once again have the opportunity to participate in this 
worthwhile reading activity.    
 

Other celebrations for “March is Reading Month” will be an assembly, “The Magic 
Bookshelf,” and a  “Mix it up for Reading Day” with parents as guest readers (see flier 
insert.)   We will be celebrating in March with a special PBIS party, a Book Swap between our 
older and younger students.  The Maire Library is also hosting book mark contests and 
highlighting special books throughout the month.   
 

As we encourage our students to improve their reading and writing skills, our staff continues 
to encourage reading at home each night for all of our preK‐5th grade students.  We work 
within the Growth Mindset.  Within this mindset, mistakes are seen as opportunities for 
growth.  Children are taught to think, “I don’t understand this YET.  I am not skilled at this 
YET, but with effort and support, I will get there.  I can do this work!”    
 

March is the end of the marking period; report cards will be sent home on March 23rd.    We 
look forward to meeting with all of you during Parent‐Teacher conferences, March 29‐

30.   Our successful partnerships with all of our Maire parents are vital to our 
students' success.  We value your input and collaboration in educating your 
children to their full, amazing potential!  
  

Enjoy the February Break.   We look forward to March and the coming spring.  
Sonja Franchett 



IMPORTANT  FEBRUARY  DATES... 
 

Monday, February 20th ‐ Friday, February 24th  
Mid‐Winter Break ‐ NO SCHOOL 

 

Monday, February 27th  

 Classes Resume—Students Report 9:05 p.m. 

 Hungry Howie’s Fundraiser Nite  4:00 p.m. 

  GPPSS Board MeeƟng @ Brownell 7:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, February 28th 

 March of Dimes Kick Off Assembly 10:00 a.m. 

 Author Charles Barker Visit 

In Michigan, according to Public Act 198 of 2012, 
children must be ¥®ò� ù��ÙÝ Ê¥ �¦� ÊÄ ÊÙ ��¥ÊÙ� 
S�Öã�Ã��Ù 1, 2017, ãÊ Ù�¦®Ýã�Ù ¥ÊÙ ã«� 2017‐18 
Ý�«ÊÊ½ ù��Ù. Parents of children who turn five years 
of age aŌer September 1 but on or before December 
1, may sƟll register their child for kindergarten next 
year if they noƟfy the district in wriƟng using the 
kindergarten entry age waiver form available in the 
kindergarten registraƟon packet. 

KINDERGARTEN  2017 / 2018 

Is your e‐mail current with the school district?   
Has your phone number or emergency contacts 
changed? 
 
If you need to update your e‐mail or phone number 
with the school district, log in to ParentPortal 
MISTAR and click on “My InformaƟon” in the upper 
right corner.  

 
You can also e‐mail ParentConnect@gpschools.org 
from your email we have on file, or call 313‐432‐3131 
from the phone number in our records so we can 
verify who you are, and provide:   
 

 your name 
 child's name 
 present school name and  
 your old and new e‐mail  address as soon        

as possible.  

REQUIRED  ON‐LINE  REGISTRATION 

DRILLS  &  PROCEDURES 

State law requires schools to conduct a specific number 
of emergency drills (tornado, fire, lockdown) during the 
school year. These drills are typically unannounced.  The 
city works with the school on all of these drills and a   
police presence is expected. 

IMPORTANT  MARCH  DATES... 
 

Friday, March 3rd 

 Magic Bookshelf Assembly  1:30 p.m. 

 Starnival at North H.S.  5:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, March 7th 
4th Grade Disability Workshop 

 

Wednesday, March 8th 
Maire PTO MeeƟng 7:00 p.m. 

 

Monday, March 13th 
GPPSS Board Mtg. ‐ Brownell  7:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, March 14th 

 Mix‐It‐Up for Reading 

Am Classes Only—Students Dismissed 11:36 a.m. 

 PM Records Day ‐ End of Marking Period 
 

Wednesday, March 15th 

 4th Grade to Lansing 

 TCBY Fundraiser Nite  4:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, March 23rd 
Report Cards Sent Home 

 

Friday, March 24th 
Box Tops CollecƟon 

 

Sunday, March 26th 
Mother & Son Bowling 11:30‐2:00 Lakeshore Lanes 

 

Monday, March 27th 
GPPSS Board Mtg. ‐ Brownell  7:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, March 29th 
EVENING Conferences 

 

Thursday, March 30th 
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

AM / PM / EVENING Conferences 

mailto:ParentConnect@gpschools.org�


The American Heart Association 
Jump Rope For Heart is in full 
swing during our Physical 
Education class. Any donations will be 
accepted. We will wrap up the fundraising by 
mid March. Thank you again for all of your 
generosity. 

JUMP  ROPE  FOR  HEART 

This month’s classroom winner is 
Mrs. VandeVusse’s kindergarten  class with 324 Box 
Tops!  Way to go Mrs. VandeVusse’s class! 
 

Who will be the top collecƟng classroom in March? 
 

    

Our year goal is 10,000 Box Tops    with 
6,131 already collected!  Keep clipping 
and send in those Box Tops for March! 

BOX  TOPS  CAMPAIGN 

The monthly incenƟve party for this month is “Free 
Choice in Computer Lab.” Students will be able to 
choose an appropriate acƟvity in the computer lab. 
 

The goal of the monthly PBIS (PosiƟve 
Behavior InstrucƟonal Support) Party is to 
recognize posiƟve behavior around the 
school.  
 

Research shows that students achieve  

at a higher level when they know the 
expectaƟons and feel safe. PosiƟve Behavior 
Support helps us improve on both these areas.  We 
want students to feel good about themselves and 
come to school happy and ready to learn! 
 

The Simple “Bear” NecessiƟes: 
 

        Respect  ‐  Responsibility  ‐  Safety 

 

PBIS  CELEBRATION ‐ FEBRUARY      

Do you have a problem  
        or concern? 
 

We value the school/home 
collaboration that allows Maire 
students to grow and prosper 
within a welcoming and supportive environment.   

Please bring your questions and concerns to your 
child’s teacher, a Maire staff member, or to Mrs. 
Franchett, and we will work together to solve the 
problem.   

Please do not use the social media, especially the 
Maire PTO Facebook page, to air complaints that 
are better solved through personal conversations. 

We want to work with you! 

 MICHIGAN  WEATHER 

Students need to dress appropriately 
for the cold-warm/snowy-rainy days 
ahead,  (ie; heavy/spring coats, 
hats, scarves, gloves, mittens, 
rain/snow boots and pants.)  Our Michigan 
weather can fluctuate substantially in a day.   
Students remain inside only when it is raining 
or the wind chill is below 0 °. 

 

HOME / SCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

We thank the Maire PTO for all of the new re-
cess equipment for each classroom.  Play-
ground balls, footballs, jump ropes and tennis 
balls were part of the packages delivered to 
each homeroom classroom.  Wonderful Fun for 
All Students!         

 THANK YOU MAIRE PTO! 



February  28th  ‐  Tuesday 

  MARCH OF DIMES KICK‐OFF FUNDRAISER 

                CHARLES BARKER‐AUTHOR VISIT  
   

March 3rd  ‐   Friday 

  MAGIC BOOKSHELF ASSEMBLY 

    Be PosiƟve ‐ Be Literate 
 

March 14th  ‐  Tuesday 

  FAMILY FAVORITES : MIX IT UP FOR READING MONTH EVENT 

    Parents come in as Guest Readers 
 

March 31st  ‐  Friday 

  PBIS PARTY     Bring a book to recycle 

 

MARCH  IS  READING  MONTH  DATES: 

  Student Council organized a fundraiser to 
Adopt an Animal at the Detroit Zoo.  Students 
could donate $1 to bring a stuffed animal friend 
to school for the day.   

This fundraiser was a big hit!  Our school 
raised over $200 to help care for an animal at 
the Detroit Zoo.   

We’re very proud of our generous and caring 
students! 

 

STUDENT  COUNCIL 

March’s PBIS Celebration will be a book recycling party! 
 

3rd, 4th, and 5th graders are being asked to bring in an old book of theirs to give 
to a Kindergarten, 1st or 2nd grader. 
 

Look around at home for an old favorite you don’t need any more.  One your    
family has outgrown and you can recycle it to a younger student.  An exchange 
will happen in the gym along with some partner reading! 

MARCH’S  PBS  CELEBRATION 

FUNDRAISING 

Our Maire  PTO is always working 
on raising $$$ for our school. Think‐
ing about what you might cook for     
dinner? Think no more! Every  third 
Monday of the month is the Hungry 
Howies fundraiser, contribuƟng a 
porƟon of proceeds to Maire School.  
 

 
 TCBY ‐ The Country’s Best Yogurt   
also donates a porƟon of proceeds to 
Maire School on one Wednesday of  
every month.  Plan ahead and bring 
the whole family for a night out and 
help our school. 



Calling all Maire Parents!  Maire School will be celebrating books that are your Family Favorites for 
our March is Reading Month Celebrations.  Do you have a favorite family book that you wish to 
share with our students?  Come be a Guest Reader for our Mix it Up event on March 14th.  From 
10:15-11:15 am, our students will be enjoying special books shared by parents and teachers,     
helping all of us to share our favorite books!  Volunteer to be a part of this special day.  For more 
information, contact your child’s teacher or call the office.    

Book to read and share with students: 
(Title)_____________________________________________________ 

Parent Name:______________________________________________ 
My Student name(s) and grade(s):____________________________ 

**Please turn in to the office by Wednesday March 1st 



We always have such fun with our 
friends and our “buddies” at 

Maire  



Maire Bears enjoyed the “Storytellers” World Music Assembly on Valentine’s Day.  Miss Audrey and 
Mr. Bob, grandparents to third grader, Atta Simpson, presented a wide variety of music, stories and 
multi-cultural instruments to our students.  Children had opportunities to play a wide variety of          
instruments.  Lots of FUN for all! 

STORYTELLERS 

What a joyful Valentine’s Day we 
had with our Storytellers assembly.   

Miss Audrey & Mr. Bob really inspired us !  





Mrs. Heather Bresser is on duty almost every day for two times during the day, helping our children 
remain safe during drop off and pick up.  She volunteers her time, and we are most grateful for her 
assistance! 

Below are her thoughts to help our procedures run even more smoothly. 

 

Dear Maire community, 

I so appreciate the patience and respect that has dominated our parking area this year!  It has been a 
joy to be out welcoming our children and keeping them safe. Here are a few ways you can help to 
keep our drop off lane a pleasant and safe place: 
 

* Pull as far forward as you can in the drop off lane before stopping to let your child(ren) out,             
 especially if you are in the rush that often happens between 8:15 and 8:25. 
* Aim for drop off at 8:10, instead of 8:20.  Not only might you miss some of the rush, but your child  
 gets an extra bit of play time with friends before settling behind the desk! 
* When you get the email from the office requesting help during a two week period, pick a morning 
 and come help open doors. It seems like a little thing, but it makes a big difference having an adult 
 there to assist with heavy doors and back packs.  Thank you to those who already to this, and many 
 thanks to Kathy for jumping in to help so often! 
* Wait until you have reached the drop off zone (after the crosswalk along the painted curb) to let your 
 child(ren) out of the car.  This is another one that seems like a little thing but carries big                 
 repercussions both in time and patience for those behind you. 
* If you know your child needs help getting out of the car, please park in the parking lot and assist him 
 or her.  While I and other volunteers are happy to help, there are many times that we are physically 
 unable to get to all of those needing help in a timely manner.  If you suspect you will need to get out 
 of the car to help your child, please make a practice of parking in the parking lot until your child is 
 able to manage his or her seatbelt and opening the door. 
* Similarly, if you know you still have things to discuss with your child, please do that in the parking 
 lot, not the drop off lane. 
* Please make every effort to wait patiently in the drop off line and avoid the temptation to pass 
 stopped cars and pull in ahead of them. 
* If someone else is responsible for dropping off or picking up your child(ren), please help them          
 understand our parking lot procedures. 
* And, finally, please be extra careful to follow procedures and practice patience on rainy or snowy 
 days.  The worse the weather, the more we need caution and cooperation! 
 
Thank you for working together and doing those little things that make Maire a safer and happier 
place! 
 

Sincerely, 

Heather Bresser 

Pointers Fom a Parking Lot Parent 















Maire Mission Statement 
The staff at Maire School, in partnership with students, parents, and community, will 
provide a high quality instrucƟonal program.  Our purpose is to prepare students to 
be life‐long learners and producƟve ciƟzens in a dynamic society.  

 

District Mission Statement 
The Grosse Pointe Public School System mission ‐ in partnership with students, staff, 
parent, and community members ‐ is to challenge all students to realize their full 
potenƟal by providing them with the highest quality educaƟonal program and 
instrucƟon. 
 
District Vision 
One GP‐where everyone learns everyday.. 

Maire Elementary School 
740 Cadieux 
Grosse Pointe, MI  48230 

On the web at 
http://gpschools.schoolwires
.net/gpmaire/site/default.asp 

Phone: 313-432-4300 
Fax: 313-432-4302 
webmaster: 
Michelle.Kramer@GPSchools.org 

G R O S S E  P O I N T E  P U B L I C  
S C H O O L  S Y S T E M  

 

Service  
Andrew H.       Ivy P. 

Cecile W.       Michelle S. 

Safety  

Zoe H.   Jack R. 

Izzy G. Elliot M.  

 

Maire Mission Statement 
 
The staff at Maire School, in partnership with students, parents, and 
community, will provide a high quality instructional program.  Our 
purpose is to prepare students to be life-long learners and productive 
citizens in a dynamic society.  
 
District Mission Statement 
 
Promote Innovation  →  Maximize Potential →  Embrace Community 
 
District Vision 
 
One GP → where everyone learns everyday 


	Grosse Pointe Public School System ● Sonja Franchett, Principal

	Grosse Pointe Public School System
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