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Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you for joining us for March conferences.  When we return from spring 
break our tesƟng schedule will be in full gear.  We begin our M‐Step tesƟng with 
5th grade on April 11th.  The schedule is as follows:  
 
5th Grade M‐Step 
April 11‐April 13  5th grade English Language Arts 
April 18‐19    5th grade Math 
April 20   5th grade Social Studies 
 
3rd & 4th Grade M‐Step 
May 2‐3    English Language Arts 
Math 9‐10    Math 
May 11     4th grade Science 
 
Classroom teachers will send out a schedule with the specific tesƟng Ɵmes for 
each day.  It is the State Michigan’s intent that all 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students 
take the M‐Step.  There are no provisions for opƟng a student out of the tests.  If 
you have quesƟons, please feel free to contact me.   
 
In addiƟon to the M‐Step tests, all K‐5 students will be taking the NWEA tests in 
reading and math during the window of April 17‐May 26.  We will develop a 
schedule to ensure students are not taking the M‐Step and NWEA during the 
same week.   
 
Finally, the Grosse Pointe WriƟng Assessment will also be administered.  This is a 
lot of tesƟng for our students, but I know they are up for the challenge and will 
demonstrate their academic accomplishments!  The informaƟon these tests pro‐
vide not only document your child’s growth over Ɵme, but also help us to plan 
instrucƟon for the upcoming year.  Thank you for working with us to ensure your 
child’s success.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gloria Hinz 



Calendar Information: 

 

 

April 3—April 7 No School  - Spring Break 

April 14 No School  - Good Friday 

April 18  TCBY PTO Fundraiser 7:00 pm—10:00 pm 

April 19 PTO Meeting 7:00 pm Library  

April 24 Spring Instrumental Concert Assembly 10:30 am Ferry Gym 

 

 

 

 

May 2  Transition to Kindergarten 2017  11:00 am—5:00 pm 

May 4 Spring Instrumental Concert and Spring Choir Concert—2nd, 4th,       
   4/5 Magnet and Choir 7:00 pm    Parcells Auditorium 

May 5 PTO’s Daddy/Daughter Dance 7:00 pm—9:00 pm Ferry Gym 

May 10 PTO Meeting 7:00 pm Library 

May 19 AM Classes Only Professional Development in PM 

May 29 No School Memorial Day 

 



NaƟonal Geographic Society is providing all 50 states and the District of Columbia a 16‐by‐20‐foot Giant 
Traveling Map of their state. The Michigan Geographic Alliance (MGA) then loans the Giant Traveling Map 
of Michigan (and many  lessons/acƟviƟes they created) to schools around the state.  Mr. Sean McBrady, the 
K‐12 Social Studies Consultant  and Ferry parent,  represented the Macomb Intermediate School District.  
 
Mrs. Ellis' 3rd graders did an exploraƟon of map features and  played a game that culminated in the crea‐
Ɵon of a giant populaƟon density map.  Students teamed up and used cards with city or county names, a 
grid locaƟon,  and a number of cups to represent populaƟon.  Students placed the cups on the map in the 
correct locaƟon, slowly building a map showing where people live in Michigan. The end result was a map 
crowded with cups in SE Michigan and a rather sparse northern MI and Upper Peninsula! Kids were quickly 
able to see where most big ciƟes are located and where the "crowded" parts of the state are. 
 
The Giant Traveling Map of Michigan provides kids a fun and powerful way to pracƟce spaƟal thinking skills, 
pracƟce reading maps and using map features, and learn about our state. 

Mrs. Erhard/Schrade’s  class learned about 
map features and played fun games with 
the compass/direcƟons.  

Thank you Mr. McBrady! 



Do you choose paper bags or plastic grocery bags?  We 
hope you chose paper bags. While neither is an ideal 
choice, paper bags hold more items , are easily reused 
and have a better chance of being recycled.  Of course, 
the best choice is reusable cloth bags!  Many of our Ferry 
families already use cloth bags! Our Student Council brain-
stormed many ideas  to save energy and other environ-
mental tips and created  green shamrocks with these 
tips.  Stop by and read the clever ideas our Student Coun-
cil posted in the hallway near the office. 
 

The Box Tops collected for January and 
February have finally been counted and 
the total is $203.40.  The total for the year, 
so far, is $556.80.  The top collecƟng class 
for the months of January/February was 
Ms. Orhan’s class! 
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Below, please find the latest happenings with students in 
their “specials” classes. 

Dare we say that Spring has finally sprung?  The art room 
is starting to thaw out from the cold winter and warmer 
projects are making their way into the curriculum.  Some 
of our students are focusing on their grade level artists 
such as Georgia O'Keeffe in Kindergarten, Vincent Van 
Gogh in Second grade, and Claude Monet in Third 
grade.   Others are focusing on their grade level art cul-
tures such as Asia in First grade, Africa in Fourth grade and 
Native American art in Fifth Grade.  Art works are always 
being uploaded to Artsonia as they are being finished and 
works are on constant display throughout the school.  It is 
also in the plans to have extra projects on display at the 
end of the school year at the ice cream social!  Whether 
you are supporting your young artists at home, through 
Artsonia, or viewing displays at school it is greatly appreci-
ated.  Have a wonderful break!  

 

 

Our best year ever in for Jump Rope For Heart.  Our 
Ferry students raised $15,091.00 for the American 
Heart AssociaƟon this year!  Thank you to all the stu‐
dents to help save lives.  This spring we will be work‐
ing on our volleyball skills, tennis skills and golf 
skills.  Keep your kids playing outside, eaƟng healthy 
snacks to maintain a strong and healthy body.   

 

 

Spring Choir Concert - 2nd, 4th, 4/5th 
Magnet, and Choir at Parcells Middle 
School Auditorium 

 














